DRESS—HIGH PRIEST

(TYPICAL OF JESUS CHRIST AND HIS HOLINESS)

	Articles of Clothing

(From inner to outer garments)

1. Robe of the

    Ephod

   (Ex. 28:31-35)

2. Ephod
    (Ex. 28:6-14)

3. Breastpiece

    (Ex. 28:15-30)
	   Description

Long ( a little below knees), seamless and sleeveless dress with hole in top.  It was fringed (sewn into hem) with pomegranates alternated with golden bells (sewn on all around the robe.)

Two piece garment (front & back) reaching to shoulders to about the hips, joined together by two shoulder pieces of gold, each set with an onyx stone with the names of six of the tribes of Israel engraved on it (one half of the tribes on one and the other half of the tribes on the other)

Doubled material which formed a square pocket (a hand-span square). On the outside fold were four rows of stones, each with a tribe of Israel engraved on it.  At each of the four corners was a ring of gold.  The two upper rings were attacked to the shoulder pieces of the Ephod by gold chains.  The two lower rings were attached to the Ephod just above the girdle by two blue cords.  The Urim and Thummim were put inside the pocket (no description of them is given.)


	Color and Material
Robe—blue,

woven yarn

Pomegranates—blue, purple, twisted yarn 

Ephod—white linen embroidered with blue, purple, and scarlet yarn with gold thread.  Shoulder pieces—sockets of pure gold set with two onyx stones

It was the same material as Ephod.  Stones were mounted in gold sockets as follows: First row: ruby, topaz, and beryl.  Second row: turquoise, sapphire, and emerald.  Third row: jacinth, agate, and amethyst.  Fourth row: chrysolite, onyx, and jasper (Ex. 28:17-20)
	Symbolism &

Typical Meaning

Symbolism:

 blue robe—heavenly origin of High Priest

Pomegranates—sweet taste of God's Word (Deut. 8:3; Ps. 19:10, 119:103) 

Bells—sweet sound of God's Word. (Ps. 119)

Typical: blue robe—Jesus Christ's presence in heaven (Heb. 4;14, 8:1-2, 9:24)

Pomegranates—sweetness of Christ's words that are still heard though He is in heaven (Matt. 24:35)

Symbolism:

Ephod: gold—deity, blue—heavenly origin, purple—royalty, scarlet—sacrifice

Shoulder pieces of High Priest—God-given ability to support Israel on his shoulders.

Typical:  Ephod—Jesus Christ's Deity, heavenly home, royalty, and sacrifice.

Shoulder pieces—Jesus Christ's ability to uphold spiritual Israel (the church) with His strength (Gal. 3:7-9; Phil 4:13)

Symbolism: Colors—same as Ephod

Stones—God's love toward Israel symbolized through the value of the stones and the location on the High Priest's heart.  Urim—light, Thummim—perfection.  Used to determine God's will for Israel.

Typical: Colors—same as Ephod

Stones—Jesus' love toward spiritual Israel (the church) (Gal. 3:7-9; Rom. 8:35-39)  Umim and Thummim—Jesus Christ, the revealer of God's perfect will and the Light of the World. (John 9:5, 14:6)


